Nonprotein neurotoxins.
Nonprotein neurotoxins are continuing to play a major role as molecular probes in studying nervous processes. They also have clinical importance as some of them, such as saxitoxin and its analogues, are the source of public health problems, or have potential use in therapy. This review covers clinical, biological, pharmacological, and chemical aspects of certain nonprotein neurotoxins, with emphasis on three well-known ones: tetrodotoxin, saxitoxin, and batrachotoxin. The distribution of the toxins is discussed as well as their symptomatology, treatment of affected patients, and effects of their structures on their physiological activity. With so many outstanding problems remaining in neuropharmacology, the study of nonprotein neurotoxins thrives as a fertile area of research.